TAIL DOCKING IN DOGS
The decision of the South African Veterinary Council (SAVC) to prohibit practicing veterinarians from docking tails as from 1st June, 2007, is receiving wide publicity at present and the impression is being created that this is a fait accompli.  However, this is not necessarily so.

Although the Veterinary Council claims that they have widely consulted in this regard, neither the Kennel Union of Southern Africa (KUSA) not any of its affiliated Clubs who care for and foster the affected Breeds have been contacted with regard to this issue.  It is clear that the decision made by the Veterinary Council is likely to impact on the public at large and in terms of our Constitution everyone has the right to administrative action that is procedurally fair and a procedurally fair decision can only be taken after any affected or interested parties are given the opportunity to make representations.  In dealing with this matter it would seem that the SAVC has not adopted any procedure in accordance with Section 4 of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, and furthermore, the SAVC informed the KUSA verbally that the SAVC is not obliged to consult with anybody other than the Veterinary Fraternity.
In terms of the Veterinary and Para-Veterinary Professions Act 19 of 1982, the SAVC is empowered to regulate the practicing of the Veterinary Professions and Para-Veterinary Professions as well as to exercise control over their professional conduct. However, in Section 30(3) it is stated that, “no rule made in terms of subsection 1, or any amendment or withdrawal thereof shall be of force and effect until approved by the Minister and published in the gazette by the Registrar”.  In order to maintain the freedom of choice for the practicing Veterinarian as well as the affected dog owner and Breeder, an appeal has been lodged with the Hon. Minister of Agriculture to withhold approval of this new rule of the SAVC and impress upon the SAVC the necessity of engaging all affected parties in our country.
We invite all persons and organizations in support of our endeavour to express their support in writing either to the Hon. Minister directly or to the undersigned at redtenbacher@lantic.net / fax no.: 086 502 8052.
Helmut Redtenbacher,

On behalf of the South African Docked Breeds Association.
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