APPEAL – HIP and ELBOW  DYSPLASIA GRADINGS

The submission of hip and elbow dysplasia radiographs for re-evaluation to a different scrutineer is permissible.  Only the radiographs originally evaluated may be re-evaluated. No additional radiographs are to be made. The procedure is as follows:


The radiographs are submitted to scrutineer 2 and his/her normal fee is paid. The report of scrutineer 1 accompanies this request and a fcopy of the original application form (Photostat of vet’s form). If scrutineer 2 differs from scrutineer 1 the best report will be accepted. Scrutineer 1 and KUSA are informed of the result by scrutineer 2.  

This procedure is above board and is acceptable to KUSA and the scrutineers. 

Where an owner submits the first set of radiographs to another scrutineer or a second set to the original scrutineer without informing them that this is an appeal process, this problem is picked up by KUSA (copies of all certificates and reports are sent to KUSA). This procedure is not acceptable to KUSA. In this case, KUSA needs to ensure that there is no fraud involved and the radiographs are obtained from the vets by the Chief KUSA scrutineer for a final opinion on all the radiographs. This involves tremendous administrative effort by all concerned and a fee of R400 is payable to the scrutineer for this. If the owner does not want to follow this path then the original grading will remain.   

Hip and elbow dysplasia evaluation remains a subjective opinion and gradings may differ occasionally. The grading is influenced by many factors such as radiographic quality, positioning, age of the dog, muscle mass and possibly oestrus. The objective of the scrutineers is to give a fair and unbiased opinion as to the status of the dogs hips to the best of their expert opinion (usually requires an additional 3-4 years study to become a specialist radiologist) and to minimise the possibility of transmitting unfavourable hip dysplasia genes to the offspring of the dog/bitch being evaluated. 

(HD Scheme - Appeal/bd)

